


A few weeks ago, our school had some Japanese siudenis
visiing. Ihe Japanese siudenis were learning more and
more English and whenihey lefi, ihey spoke it very well. All of
ihem were very Kind, consideraie and easy io make friends
wiih. When ihey visiied, ihey were dgiven buddy s ihai hung oui
wiih ihem and showed them around ihe school. During ihe
Japanese visii, we learned a loi aboui Japan pariicularly ine
language and we learni aboui iheir culiure. They iaughi us all
aboui Japan.

All of our Waiiakere primary siudenis had a loi of fun and
enjoyed iheiime ihai ihey speni wiih ihe Japanese visiiors.
ar school has had iwo diftereni groups of Japanese
siudenis visii and boih iimes we have had ihe mosi fun.
During ihe iime ihai ihey speni we had a Pownhiri and ihey
joined ihe vear / and 3s for almosi their eniire irip. 1he year
/ and 3s were lucky enoughio be able 1o work wiih ihe
Japanese visiiors. T'he Japanese visiiors iaughi me a lot and
i was a really amazing experience.

[really enjoyed ihe Japanese siudenis visﬁin%, it provided a
greai experience forihe year / and 3s. We had a farewell
ceremony for ihem and ihe nexi day ihey lefi. i was a really
fun and greai experience. | hope nexiiime we geiio go io
Japan!

By Helle Porier



O More Minuies

| am a hermii crab, and my blankeis are my shell, siiing in ihe rock-pool of my
bed.

Maum is the waves crashing in and disiurbing my peace.
My sisier is ihe seaqgull picking ai me with her loud beak.
Dad is ihe toiioi waving silenily aiop ihe sand dunes, waiching from afar.

T'he Mum-waves coniinue crashing around me, peeling my shell of blankeis,
forcing me inio ihe cold morning chill

My seaqull sisier cries oui louder and louder.

‘Five more minuies!” | groan, even ihough I know ihose minuies mean [ wil
Miss ine bus.

Scarleii Walier
Age. 12 vears old



T'he sun shone ihrough ihe leaves making curious shapes d&Nhe Wei sojf. Glingmnering
beads of dew had seilled on ihe fresh grass. Bees hummed in\gnd arogind ijie y
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opened flowers. Anis huddled close io an old siicky lolly wrapper, colleciing ite lasi of iis
sugary subsiance. Yellow eyes surveyed ihis scene, combing ii for any danger. gfeamal
chipmunk peeked oui of a Chinkapin Oak iree; ihe cai's sleek body prowled closer. The
chipmunk spied a hazelnui on ihe ground, looking around 10 make sure ihe tiery eyes
were noi following him. He sped down ihe iree iowards ihe iasiy nui and seized ii in his iiny
paws. | he chipmunk peeked over his shoulder; ihe cai pounced.

Altier huniing down her meal, ihe catiighiened her jaws over ihe helpless body. 'hen
padded over io her denin ihe bushes and dropped i onio ihe dry diri. As her sighiless
Kiiflen mewed and cried, she pawed ai ihe chipmunk which iried io escape. Atier playing wiih
ihe chipmunk, ihe moiher cailay down and aie ii. 1hen, as ihe kiiien goi iired and droopy, ii
curled up and fell asleep, snuggling close io iis moiher.

As spring rolled inio summer, ihe Kiity siaried io open her eyes, she siaried io see, look, and
ive. The calm river was wilder ihan usual, all ihe snow ai ihe iop of ihe mouniain peaks was
meling, sending a cascade of waier down ihe mouniainside. li glimmered in ihe summer
sun aiiraciing fox and deer io drink ai ihe edge of ihe river. | he buiiertflies were busier, ihe
bumblebees were louder, ihe leaves grew fasier, and ihe foxes grew hungrier. Soon ihey
realised, afier everyone else, feeding iheir young was becoming difficuli. 1hey needed
prey, ihey needed food. [hey smeliihe cai's den close by, and ihey sialked closer:

As ihe leaves iurned rich yellow and golden brown. Flutty siomped and rolled inihe fallen
foliage, ripping and rusiling ii. Her smooih silky body sirolled inio an enormous meadow full
ol naiive mushrooms and ferns. Running ihrough ihe Black Eyed Susans, she spoiied a
small paich of orange; it huddled in a hole in a hollow iree, quivering. As Fluffy movedad
closer, she saw i, a fox. ohe iurned back around and sped iowards ihe den in ihe bushes,
back iowards her moiher, and ihe dry diri, back io her home.

A chilling amouni of snow fell ihai night. Frosi covered ihe feline as she slepi. Her moiher
sneezed, Fluffy woke with a siari, her whiskers had frozen iogeiher. she prowled ioward
ihe exit. Flufty's slim body carefully picked iis way along ihe ground. Her paws were cold
and wei, bui she didni care. Her body was shaking, bui she didni care. Fler fur was
sianding on end, bui she didni care. A dlini of red in ihe field caughi her off quard, a fox
was ready io pounce. He creeped iowards her, sotily growling. All she was ihinking aboui
was warm milk and her tuzzy snuggly mam, her fur shivered ai ihe sight of ihe predaiory
beasi. Scared, Flutty made her way back io her den and walked over io her moiher, she
lay down nexiio her. she looked up ai her mum and sighed, | saw someihing, it was
orange, and growling, lihinkiis called afox. A whai‘? A tox’? My golly, vou beiier call Fire.
Flufty' s mum said, Whai? Fire? Whai kind of a name is ihai!

SWOoosh woosh whiz. suddenly ihey heard a whimper and a velp, like someone had been
ripped inio pieces. 'he mosi horrible cry you could ever hear, like a moiher bein%pu”ed
f'romiheir baby, no longer iogeiher, ihe sound of a broken heari. Or a fox being burned
alive, ihe velp could be heard from across ihe foresi. Slowly, Flutty peeked around ihe
corner of alear.



She was jusi able 1o see a shaggy circle of blue and purple, lined wiih whiie
dlimmers, airickio ihe eye. And it you ever buili ihe courage io iouch i, you
would be sucked away inio anoiher realm.
=lufty moved iowards i, looking inio ihe abyss she saw a glimmer, oui of ihe
corner ol her eye. liwas a’iiny girl, running in a foresi, wiih irees as iall as ihe
clouds and a small opening in ihe roois io a iunnel. The girl siopped, and
picked up a huge bug, she plopped it onio a tern and siaried io climb airee
nexiio her. henihe scene changed and iurned inio a iiger ranning in a field
wiih grass ai his ankles. Anoiher girl was riding on iis back, ihey were being
chased, by someihing ihai looked ikeC a huge bunny with wings. How sirange.
Cail
A huge booming voice echoed in ihe Kiiien's ears. Noi nearly as loud as ihe
VQF f'rom before bui louder ihan anﬁ normal cai could produce. Quickly,
Flufty iurned around whai was ihai she wondered. | hen, she slowly looked
ap. Denim panis came inio view, ihen a huge round belly, iwo siraps aiiached
[0 his panis and iwo large circular buiions held ihemiogeiher. She looked
[uriher up, a pink chubby face smiled down ai her, a small iufi of hair grew on
fop ol his oitherwise bald head.
~lufty backed away a liile and hissed. | he ihing was big, andiall. Flafty
remembered her moiher ialking aboui ihis, it s called a Human. Bui i was
differeni, and glowing. Fire
Hlufty whispered under her breaih. ['he man loomed above her, his long-
bared flicking tlames and ashes in her direciion. Hello kiity cai
ihe man said calmly, he beni down and lei her snitt his finger. My nameis Fire.
Were you ihe one who called me‘?

She didni answer, bui she could iell he didni expeci herioo. Hello Fire, my
nameis Flatfy -
she spoke in a small, scared voice. Fire replied wiih a kind-hearied chuckle.
| caniundersiand you Kiity. Bui lell you whai, | jusi saved you from ihai pack
of foxes over ihere.

He added wiih a laugh. Flaffy tlicked her head in ihe direciion ol where ihe velp
had come from. Her siomach iurned and she siaried io feel dizzy. Bui before
she could say anyihing ihe overwaii man ran over io ihe porial and
disappeared jusi as fasi as he came. Slowly Fluffy wandered inio ihe bushes,
ol 10 seek aaveniure. Maybe she would find somewhere where she could
nesile. Or maybe she would find a friendio ialk ioo. Eaiher way, she lefi, noi
ielling anyone. she mighi come back. Alihough, maybe noi. Who s io iell’? Noi
me anyway.

=mily Gubb
Age. 10 years old
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